
Light blue: Pantone 290; CMYK equivalent C 27, M 6, Y 0, K 0

Dark blue: Pantone 299; CMYK equivalent C 91, M 46, Y 6, K 0

When printed on a dark background it is advised to saturate the light blue
and desaturate the dark blue about 10% to obtain the same visual appearence 
as on a white background.

The dashed lines indicate the cropping when the logo is printed at the bottom
of a page, in which case the two portions of the arc and the portion of the radial 
dark blue line below the dashed lines should be retained. If the logo is printed
free-standing these three portions, which are separate objects, should be deleted.

AMAP: a Working Group of the Arctic Council; a cooperation 
between the 8 Arctic countries, indigenous peoples and 
observing countries and international organizations.

www.amap.no

w
w

w
.m

el
k

ev
ei

en
.n

o

PH
O

TO
: B

RY
A

N
 A

N
D

 C
H

ER
RY

 A
LE

XA
N

D
ER

PH
O

TO
: B

RY
A

N
 A

N
D

 C
H

ER
RY

 A
LE

XA
N

D
ER

Persistent Organic Pollutants
– The Good News and the Bad News
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• �Levels of ‘legacy’ POPs (PCB, 
DDT, toxaphene, etc.) have 
significantly declined in most 
components of the Arctic 
environment since their peaks 
levels in the latter part of the 
20th century due to national 
ban and the Stockholm 
Convention. 

• �There is evidence that for some 
‘legacy’ POPs the declines are 
stabilizing and in some cases 
levels may be slightly increasing. The most likely 
cause is changes in contaminant recycling in the 
environment under changing climatic conditions.

• �New substances have been identified as POPs in the 
Arctic. These ‘emerging’ POPs include brominated 
flame retardants, (per)fluorinated compounds, 
polychlorinated naphthalenes, and a range of current-
use pesticides. Some of these compounds are widely 
used and ‘candidates’ for control under international 
agreements.

• �Despite reductions, concentrations of some legacy 
POPs, such as PCBs in some top predators in the 
marine food web, are still high enough to affect the 
health of wildlife and humans. 


